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the extent of what it says about three years. I mostly wanted 
to return this bill, or at least use this format to talk a 
little bit about this bill. I may well withdraw it if the body 
is not particularly interested. But this petition, this is 
Senator Schimek's bill, she understands what I'm doing, but this 
is that the Legislature hereby petitions the Congress of the 
United States to propose to the states an amendment to 
Article I, section 2, of the United States Constitution that 
would increase the length of the term of office for members of the House of Representatives from two to four years. And I just 
felt, I missed the boat on Select File because I wanted to talk 
a little bit about it. It went right through on General File. 
The only discussion I can recall on this issue was DiAnna 
Schimek, Senator Schimek opening five minutes, and that was all, 
and I felt that this was of a magnitude that we at least should have more discussion on it. I do not...I assume that many of 
you are like me, you don't have a broad background on this, and 
maybe you feel that, sincerely that it should be automatically 
four years. I don't necessarily feel that it should
automatically go to...from two to four years for the House of 
Representatives. And if so, I think the body ought to recognize 
the decision that you made here today because it does petition Congress. It's a long route to becoming a constitutional 
amendment and, historically, th*» Senate has blocked this, 
probably, by and large, for politically reasons, not wanting 
someone from a safe House seat at two years to be able to run 
for a Senate seat that has a safety of six years. And so I 
don't really have all the ins and outs and the discussion of 
this probably even prepared as good as I should be today because 
I would acknowledge the need for four. Four years would 
certainly provide more experience for a typical Congressman than 
the two years does. On the other hand, I think we ought to 
consider it in the light of term limits. I would say a 
four-year term, in this case for the Hous^ of Representatives, 
is going to provide...does have ramifications. It is going to 
provide more security for incumbency and we're saying, at least 
the public is saying, I do not particularly support, I do not 
support term limits, but the public, and it's general across 
this country, is saying they support term limits. Here we are, 
really in a sense, going in the face of that by providing four 
years security for a term of office instead of just two. So I 
think you could make the case that this actually extends the
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